Paricalcitol in secondary hyperparathyroidism and the survival benefit in patients with chronic kidney disease.
Secondary hyperparathyroidism is a characteristic feature of chronic kidney disease, which develops early in the course of chronic kidney disease, often in a progressive way. It occurs as the renal function continues to decline and is encountered following a series of biochemical abnormalities, which are responsible for initiation and maintenance of increased parathyroid hormone (PTH) secretion. Several agents are used in the management of secondary hyperparathyroidism. Paricalcitol is a new generation selective vitamin D receptor activator that lowers PTH levels by exerting a less hypercalcaemic and hyperphosphataemic effect. In addition, there is emerging evidence of the benefit of paricalcitol in preventing intravascular calcification and proteinuria.